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1. Executive summary  
 
This report sets out a proposal to enable Market traders to purchase pre-
loaded cards and only pay for the electricity they use via a metered supply 
to Cambridge Market. 
 
 A separate capital bid is included elsewhere on this agenda to both 
upgrade the electrical infrastructure and install a metered electricity supply 
on Cambridge Market. This would involve the purchase and installation of 
100 single unit electricity card meters for the supply of electricity to 
individual market stalls. 
 
2. Recommendations  
 
The Executive Councillor is recommended to approve the proposal to 
introduce a metered electricity supply on the Market and that Market traders 
would purchase pre-loaded meter cards and only pay for the electricity they 
use. 
 
3. Background  
 
Cambridge Market has a diverse range of stalls with differing business 
needs. and it has become evident that the current electrical infrastructure is 
not fit for purpose in supporting these.  There is a real need to upgrade this 
infrastructure so that the quality of electrical supply is consistent across the 
Market. This will allow greater flexibility for the variety of trades on the 
market and ensure that the system in use is fit for purpose. 
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In considering how to charge for electricity it is important that any proposed 
system should be fair and equitable. In the current challenging economic 
climate it is also important that any additional charges are affordable for 
Market traders. Based on current electricity usage and charges and 95% 
occupancy the additional cost to traders would be approximately 45p per 
stall per day.  
 
The pence per kilowatt setting charged to Market Traders would be 
determined by the Council and could therefore be reviewed annually in line 
with energy costs and considered as per of the review of charges (market 
rents). 
 
Currently Market traders are not directly charged for the use of electricity on 
the Market. This is paid for by the Council at an annual cost of 
approximately  £20,000 per annum. Recent research has shown that 
Cambridge Market is one of the few markets nationally where the cost of 
electricity is not directly contributed to by Market traders.  
 
This project recommends the introduction of individual electricity meters for 
all 100 market stalls where traders would purchase cards from the Council 
for the power they require.   There is a capital bid with associated savings 
and a linked project appraisal included elsewhere in this agenda. 
 
The key objectives of this review are as follows: 
 
This project links in with the following City Council vision statements as 
follows: 
 
1) A city in the forefront of low carbon living and minimising its impact on the 
environment from waste and pollution  
 
One of the objectives of this project is to encourage Market traders to review 
their level of electricity consumption and in doing so actively contribute to 
reducing the city’s carbon footprint.  
 
2) A city, which draws inspiration from its iconic historic centre and achieves 
a sense of place in all of its part with generous urban spaces and well 
designed buildings 
 
This project fundamentally supports the ongoing vitality and viability of 
Cambridge market by providing an infrastructure, which will continue to 
encourage and support retail diversity. 
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Linked  objectives are : 

1) To provide a fair system where traders will only pay for the electricity 
they use 

2)  To upgrade the electricity to a consistent level across the Market 
therefore allowing greater flexibility for the variety of trades on the 
market and ensuring that the system is fit for purpose  

 
4. Implications  
 
Financial Implications  
 
This project aims to support and safeguard the sustainability of the market, 
maintain current occupancy (95%), secure on-going revenue levels to the 
City Council and to ensure that the Market continues to thrive against the 
background of a difficult economic climate 
 
Consumption of electricity and expenditure is increasing year on year on the 
market and these proposals will avoid the need to build these increased 
costs into stall fees in the future.  
 
Based on this scheme being implemented mid year 2012/13 this proposal 
would deliver £7,500 part year savings and savings in the region of £15,000 
per annum thereafter. 
 
Staffing implications 
 
There are no staffing implications to these proposals. 
 
Equal opportunities implications 
 
In introducing a charge for electricity in this way this proposal ensures that 
this is executed in a fair and equitable manner, as traders will only pay for 
what they use. 
 
A full Equalities Impact Assessment will be undertaken In January and 
ahead of the project starting.  
 
Environmental Implications 
 
This project has a low positive climate Change rating. 
 
The Market is core component of the city’s retail offer where the City 
Council is the landlord. In light of this role and the Council’s commitment to 
reducing the city’s carbon footprint, it is important that it provides the right 



Report Page No: 4 

environment to allow traders to take responsibility for their individual energy 
use and in turn their contribution to reducing the city’s carbon footprint. 
 
Consultation  
 
As implementation of this project would represent a change to the Charter 
Market Regulations, these proposals will be subject to 28 days consultation 
with all market traders. 
 
Community Safety 
 
Suitability/ safety of electrical work undertaken – there is always a Health 
and Safety risk with electrical work, particularly when in open public space 
and exposed to outside elements. Contractor selection will review the health 
and safety credentials/ plans of potential suppliers to ensure this is 
managed properly and robustly and that the system will be appropriate for 
regular usage by a variety of different traders 
 
Other 
 
The delivery of this project will deliver a significant operational improvement 
to the Market. It will support the ongoing development and enhancement of 
Cambridge Market as a trading environment for small independent 
businesses therefore supporting the long-term sustainability of the market. 
 
5. Background papers  
 
 - Project appraisal 
 - Review of Charges 
Both the above are included in the Customer Services and Resources 2012 
budget report. 
 
6. Appendices  
 
Appendix 1 - Summary of feedback on consultation with Market 
Traders on these proposals (attached separately) 
 
7. Inspection of papers  
To inspect the 
background papers or if 
you have a query on the 
report please 
contact:Author’s Name: 

Emma Thornton Head of Tourism and City Centre 
Management 

Author’s Phone Number:  01223 457464 
Author’s Email:  Emma.thornton@cambridge.gov.uk 
 
 


	Cambridge City Council
	Environmental Implications
	Consultation 

	Emma.thornton@cambridge.gov.uk

